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Kastamonu University was awar-
ded the “International Cooperation 

Award” for its Erasmus+ project titled 
“ECOPRINT in Nature” within the sco-
pe of the Council of Higher Education 
(YÖK) 2025 Outstanding Achievement 
Awards. At the YÖK 2025-2026 Acade-
mic Year Opening Ceremony held on 
October 9, 2025, at the Beştepe Nation 
Congress and Culture Center, our Re-
ctor Prof. Dr. Ahmet Hamdi Topal and 
our Faculty of Forestry faculty member 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Önder Tor received their 
awards from our President, Mr. Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan.

Kastamonu University Receives Outstanding Achievement Award 
from President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan





Our Rector Attended the Council of Higher Education’s 
2025-2026 Academic Year Opening Ceremony

The “2025-2026 Academic Year Opening Ceremony” organized by the Council of Higher Edu-
cation (YÖK) was held on October 9, 2025, at the Presidential Complex, Beştepe Millet Cong-

ress and Culture Center, with the presence of our President, Mr. Recep Tayyip Erdoğan.

The ceremony was attended by our Rector, Prof. Dr. Ahmet Hamdi Topal, on behalf of Kastamo-
nu University, along with our Vice Rector, Prof. Dr. Ömer Küçük, the Coordinator of Excellence 
in Education, Prof. Dr. Berat Ahi, the Vice Dean of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Scien-
ces, Prof. Dr. Fatma Zehra Pattabanoğlu, the faculty member of the Faculty of Forestry, Assoc. 
Prof. Dr. Önder Tor and research assistants.



Our Rector Elected to the ÜAK Board of Directors Again
Kastamonu University Rector Prof. Dr. Ahmet Hamdi Topal was re-elected to the ÜAK Board 

of Directors at the 262nd Term Meeting of the Interuniversity Council (ÜAK).

In a meeting hosted by the President of the Council of Higher Education (YÖK), Prof. Dr. Erol 
Özvar, with the participation of rectors from state and foundation universities and university 
representatives, discussions were held on topics related to the Turkish Higher Education Visi-
on Toward 2030, after which the members of the YÖK board were re-elected. As a result of the 
voting, our Rector, Prof. Dr. Ahmet Hamdi Topal, was once again elected as a member of the 
UAK Board of Directors.



Kastamonu University’s 2025-2026 Academic Year Opening 
Ceremony was held with the participation of Minister of Agriculture 

and Forestry İbrahim Yumaklı

The opening ceremony for the 2025-2026 academic year at Kastamonu University was held 
in the Central Library Sezai Karakoç Hall with the participation of Minister of Agriculture and 

Forestry İbrahim Yumaklı and many attendees. 
Before the opening ceremony, the Minister of Agriculture and Forestry, Mr. İbrahim Yumaklı, 
visited our Rector, Prof. Dr. Ahmet Hamdi Topal, in his office. Before the visit, Minister Yumaklı 
signed our University’s Honor Book. During the meeting, our Rector informed the Esteemed 
Minister about the scientific projects carried out by our University, our strategic goals, and the 
studies contributing to regional development.
After the meeting, the ceremony began. The program was attended by Minister Yumaklı, as 
well as Kastamonu Governor Meftun Dallı, AK Party Kastamonu MPs Halil Uluay and F. Serap 
Ekmekci, our Rector Prof. Dr. Ahmet Hamdi Topal, provincial officials, institution heads, acade-
mics, and students. 





Kastamonu University Hosted AK Party Deputy Chairman
Prof. Dr. Hasan Basri Yalçın

AK Party Deputy Chairman and Human Ri-
ghts Chairman Prof. Dr. Hasan Basri Yalçın 

evaluated current developments in the “World 
Order and Türkiye” discussion, and then visited 
our Rector Prof. Dr. Ahmet Hamdi Topal in his 
office. 

AK Party Deputy Chairman and Human Rights 
Chairman Prof. Dr. Hasan Basri Yalçın partici-
pated in the program titled “World Order and 
Türkiye” held on October 20, 2025, at the Hoca 
Ahmet Yesevi Cultural Center of Kastamonu 
University. In the interview, which was followed 
by a large number of students, Prof. Dr. Yalçın 
discussed Türkiye’s international position, secu-
rity policies, and the changing global balances. 



Kastamonu University hosted an event 
as part of the Turkish Academy of 

Sciences (TÜBA) “University Conferen-
ces” program, with Prof. Dr. Fikrettin Şa-
hin from Yeditepe University as the spe-
aker. 

The program, held on October 23, 2025, 
in the Cemil Meriç Hall of our Universit-
y’s Central Library, was attended by Vice 
Rector Prof. Dr. Ömer Küçük, our faculty 
members, and a large number of our stu-
dents. 

The Kastamonu Pediatric Days, organized by the Pediatric Specialization Academy Associa-
tion (PUADER) and hosted by Kastamonu University, began on October 4, 2025, at the Hoca 

Ahmet Yesevi Cultural Center. The event, which discussed current developments in the field of 
child health, was held with the participation of academics and physicians. The aim of the Kas-
tamonu Pediatric Days is to contribute to the sharing of new approaches to child health and 
the development of collaborations.

Kastamonu University 
Hosted the

TÜBA Science Event

Scientific Touch to Child Health at Kastamonu University



Kastamonu University
Re-enters THE 2026 World University Rankings

Kastamonu University
Ranked 4th in Turkey for UNIDES 5th Term Applications

Times Higher Education (THE), one of the 
world’s most prestigious higher educa-

tion ranking organizations, announced the 
results of the World University Rankings 
2026 for the year 2026. In this year’s ranking, 
which evaluated 2,191 universities from over 
100 countries, Kastamonu University was 
included among the world’s successful uni-
versities, ranking in the 1501+ band.

The Times Higher Education World University 
Rankings are recognized as a comprehensive 
performance indicator that evaluates resear-
ch-focused universities across key missions 

such as teaching, research environment, research quality, industry collaboration, and international 
outlook.  This evaluation, based on the universities’ performance over the past five years, is among 
the most widely trusted analyzes by students, academics, the business world, and governments.

Kastamonu University ranked 4th national-
ly in the 5th term applications for the Uni-

versity Student Communities Cooperation 
and Support Program (ÜNİDES), which is car-
ried out by the General Directorate of Youth 
Services of the Ministry of Youth and Sports. 

A total of 3,764 project applications were 
submitted to the program, which was at-
tended by student communities from all 
81 provinces across Turkey. Our university 
students, with 141 projects, ranked high in 
the standings.

Kastamonu University in the 2025-2026 URAP Türkiye Ranking:
22nd Among 126 Universities Established After 2000

Kastamonu University ranked 66th 
among 198 universities in the 2025-2026 

URAP Turkey ranking. Our university ma-
intained its previous years’ success graph 
this year with a score of 674.30. 

In the 2025-2026 URAP Turkey ranking, 
among 126 state and private universities es-
tablished after 2000, our university is ranked 
22nd. Our university ranked 16th among 72 
state universities established after 2000.



Kastamonu University Ranked First in
Turkey in the 5th Term of UNIDES

Kastamonu University was the university with the most projects accepted nationwide in the 
5th round of applications for the “University Student Clubs Cooperation and Support Prog-

ram” (ÜNİDES), which is carried out by the General Directorate of Youth Services. 39 projects 
prepared by our university’s student clubs were selected to receive support under the program.  

Project applications for the 5th term of ÜNİDES, implemented to contribute to the personal 
and social development of young people, were accepted between September 16 and October 
15, 2025. Out of the projects prepared by the student clubs of Kastamonu University, a total of 
39 projects were approved for support, including 33 local and 6 national projects. As part of the 
program, students will receive financial support of up to 75,000 TL for local projects and up to 
125,000 TL for national projects. 



The award ceremony for the
“Muhammad Ihsan Oğuz VI. Theology Graduate Thesis Competition”

was held at Kastamonu University

The award ceremony for the “Muhammed İhsan Oğuz VI. Graduate Thesis Competition in 
Theology,” organized by the Muhammed İhsan Oğuz Application and Research Center at 

Kastamonu University with the support of the Muhammed İhsan Oğuz Foundation, was held 
on October 27, 2025, in the Sezai Karakoç Hall of the Central Library. 

The competition was organized to encourage postgraduate research in theology and contribu-
te to academic studies. 



A panel titled “The 102nd Anniversary of the Republic:
The Rebirth of a Nation” was held at Kastamonu University

The opening ceremony of the “Specialization Universities Workshop,” hosted by Kastamonu 
University, was held on October 6, 2025, in the Central Library Cemil Meriç Hall.

The ceremony was attended by our Vice Rectors, Prof. Dr. Ömer Küçük and Prof. Dr. Selahattin 
Kaymakcı, as well as representatives from 25 universities specializing in specific fields, academics, 
and students. The program began with a moment of silence and the playing of the Turkish Nati-
onal Anthem, followed by a screening of the Kastamonu University trailer. 

The Department of History at the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences of Kastamonu 
University organized a panel titled “The 102nd Anniversary of the Republic: The Rebirth of a 

Nation” on the occasion of the 102nd anniversary of the declaration of the Republic. The panel 
discussion, held on October 30, 2025, in the Central Library’s Cemil Meriç Conference Hall, was 
moderated by Prof. Dr. Mehmet Serhat Yılmaz. 

The Opening Ceremony of the “Specialization Universities Workshop” 
was held at Kastamonu University



Kastamonu University
Hosted the 5th International Aviation Management Congress

The 5th International Aviation Management Congress (ICAM25), hosted by the Kastamo-
nu University School of Civil Aviation, was held from October 23-25, 2025. At the congress, 

which brought together representatives from academia and industry, current developments, 
problems, and proposed solutions in the aviation field were discussed.



The Workshop on Nature-Based Nutrition Education with
Forestry Materials was held at Kastamonu University

The “Transformative Power of NGOs and Volunteering in the Sustainable
Development of the City” program was held at Kastamonu University

The “Workshop on the Development of Materials and Models for Nature-Based Nutrition Edu-
cation with Forestry Materials,” supported by the Kastamonu University Specialization Coor-

dination Office for Forestry and Nature Tourism and coordinated by the Department of Nutrition 
and Dietetics at the Faculty of Health Sciences, was held on October 10-11, 2025, hosted by Kasta-
monu University.

The program titled “The Transformative Power of NGOs and Volunteering in the Sustainable 
Development of the City,” organized in collaboration with the Department of Political Scien-

ce and Public Administration at the Faculty of Economics and Administrative Sciences of Kas-
tamonu University and the Ombudsman Student Community, took place on October 23, 2025, 
in the Faculty of Economics and Administrative Sciences conference hall. 



ErasmusDays Events Begin at Kastamonu University
The ErasmusDays events organized by the Erasmus Coordination Office of Kastamonu Uni-

versity began with an information meeting held on October 14, 2025, at the Hoca Ahmet 
Yesevi Cultural Center. Following the meeting, a large number of students participated in the 
ongoing events.

At events organized to increase the recognition of the Erasmus+ Program, ensure the visibility 
of projects within the program, and encourage potential participants to benefit from Eras-
mus+, information sessions were held for students and academic staff.





An Erasmus+ Student Information Meeting and Experience
Sharing Program was held at Kastamonu University

The Erasmus Days events organized by the Erasmus Coordination Office of Kastamonu Uni-
versity continued with the Erasmus+ Student Information Meeting and Experience Sharing 

program held on October 15, 2025, in the Hoca Ahmet Yesevi Hall. 

International Staff Week 
Event Has Begun

The opening of the International Staff 
Week event, organized by the Kasta-

monu University Erasmus Coordination Of-
fice to advance international academic co-
operation, took place on October 14, 2025, 
at the Ahmet Yesevi Cultural Center.

The event was attended by Dr. Kemal Baş-
çı, Higher Education Coordinator of the 
Turkish National Agency, Vice Rectors Prof. 
Dr. Mehmet Atalan, Prof. Dr. Ömer Küçük, 
and Prof. Dr. Selahattin Kaymakcı, faculty 
deans, academic staff, students, and guest 
academics from different countries.





The 2nd International Staff Week held at Kastamonu University 
concluded with a Certificate Ceremony

The 2nd International Staff Week, organized by 
the Kastamonu University Erasmus  Office, conc-

luded with high participation, and the program 
concluded with a ceremony held on October 17th. 

The event, held from October 13-17, 2025, wit-
hin the framework of the KA171 program, aimed 
to bring together academics and administrative 
staff from different countries to foster internati-
onal academic collaborations, enhance cultural 
exchange, and facilitate the mutual promotion of 
best practices. 



Our Rector Met with TÖMER Students for Breakfast
Kastamonu University Rector Prof. Dr. Ahmet Hamdi Topal met with students from the Tur-

kish Language Teaching Application and Research Center (TÖMER) at a breakfast program 
held at the Guest House on October 31, 2025. 

The meeting, held in a sincere atmosphere, was attended by our Rector, Prof. Dr. Ahmet Hamdi 
Topal, General Coordinator of External Relations, Assoc. Prof. Dr. M. Öztürk Akcaoğlu, TÖMER 
Director, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mehmet Onur Hasdedeoğlu, Assistant Director, Lecturer Demet De-
mirel, and Lecturer. Zeynep Yılmaz and TÖMER students from various countries are studying 
at our university. 

TÖMER Orientation at Kastamonu University:
Students from Around the World Meet in Turkish

The TÖMER Orientation Program for the 2025-2026 Academic Year, organized by Kastamonu 
University, was held on October 22, 2025, in the Faculty of Communication Conference Hall.

The program began with a moment of silence and the reading of the Turkish National Anthem, 
and was attended by Vice Rector Prof. Dr. Selahattin Kaymakcı, General Coordinator of Interna-
tional Relations Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mustafa Öztürk Akcaoğlu, TÖMER Director Assoc. Prof. Dr. Onur 
Hasdedeğlu, academics, and many international students.



Kastamonu University at European Researchers’
Night with the theme “Imagine, Innovate, Create Impact”

Kastamonu University participated 
in the European Researchers’ Ni-

ght event, which was one of the acti-
vities of the “Imagine, Innovate, Create 
Impact (i3)” project supported within 
the framework of Horizon Europe Ma-
rie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA).  
The event, hosted by Van Yüzüncü Yıl 
University on September 26-27, 2025, 
stood out as one of the largest science 
communication organizations held si-
multaneously across Europe.



Meaningful Support for Gaza from Students of the Faculty
of Theology at Kastamonu University

Kastamonu University’s Social Responsibility Project Sends
a Message of Solidarity to Palestine

Students from the Faculty of Theology at Kastamonu University organized a meaningful 
event on October 3, 2025, to draw attention to the humanitarian tragedy in Gaza and to 

show solidarity with the Palestinian people.

The march, which began in front of our university’s Central Library, continued to the Faculty 
of Theology with a large turnout. Aiming to be the voice of the Palestinian people with the 
banners they carried and the slogans they chanted, the students reacted to the events with 
expressions like “Down with Israel” and “Gaza is not alone.”

Kastamonu University’s Head of the Department of International Relations, Assist.Prof.Dr.  Mu-
rat Yılmaz implemented a social responsibility project to draw attention to the humanitarian 

crisis in Palestine.

With the project implemented in collaboration with Kastamonu University International Rela-
tions Student Community and Kastamonu Governorate Open Door Branch Directorate, Pales-
tinian students studying at the university aim to raise awareness on peace, human rights, and 
empathy through events organized in middle schools in Kastamonu. Additionally, the project 
aims to raise awareness among secondary school students in Kastamonu about the humani-
tarian situation in Palestine.



Kastamonu University Faculty of Medicine Students Took Their
First Steps into the Profession with the White Coat Ceremony

The White Coat Ceremony for the 2025–2026 Academic Year at Kastamonu University Faculty 
of Medicine was held on October 3, 2025, in the Sezai Karakoç Hall of the Central Library 

with high participation.

The 144 medical students who began their education this year took their first steps into the 
medical profession by donning white coats at the ceremony. Academic and administrative 
staff, students, and families attended the program.



The sixth event of the Parent School activities conducted by the Kastamonu University Child 
Education Application and Research Center was held on October 12, 2025, at the Baby and 

Child Library. 

Associate Professor Dr. Aysun Ata Aktürk, a faculty member in the Department of Preschool 
Education at the Faculty of Education, arranged the event, which began with an icebreaker 
game to help attendees get to know one another. 

Young People Met in Kastamonu to Fight the Climate Crisis

The Parent School-6 event was held by the Child Education
Application and Research Center

The “Future of Climate: Climate of the Future 3” Project, led by Kastamonu University, which 
specializes in forestry and nature tourism, has been completed.

 The project, coordinated by Lecturer Dr. Berkan Güngör, was supported for the third time wit-
hin the scope of the TÜBİTAK 4004 Nature Education and Science Schools Call and was held 
between September 1-6, 2025.



Kastamonu University
Achieved a High Placement Level in the 2025 YKS Additional Placement

Support for Water Quality and Sustainability Research of Küre Mountains 
National Park (Ulukaya) led by Kastamonu University

Kastamonu University stood out with an 
overall occupancy rate of 96.36% based 

on the results of the 2025 Higher Educati-
on Institutions Exam (YKS) additional pla-
cements. As a result of the additional place-
ment, 403 students were placed in the 404 
limits allocated to our university’s associate 
degree programs, and 100 students were 
placed in the 118 quotas allocated to underg-
raduate programs. Thus, with 503 out of a 
total of 522 quotas filled, Kastamonu Univer-
sity once again demonstrated its desirability.

Academics from Kastamonu University 
have launched a new scientific resear-

ch project that will contribute to the pro-
tection of the region’s water resources and 
sustainable environmental management. 
The project titled “Evaluation of Water Qu-
ality Around Küre Mountains National Park 
(Ulukaya) Using Water Analysis and GIS Te-
chniques,” which will be carried out in colla-
boration with public institutions outside the 
university, was accepted on October 8, 2025.

Water Quality and Sustainability Research in the Küre Mountains by
Kastamonu University

Kastamonu University has added another 
new study to its scientific research in 

environmental and sustainability. The pro-
ject titled “Analysis of Water Quality at Küre 
Mountains Azdavay Saray Waterfall using 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS),” 
which will be carried out in collaboration 
with public institutions outside the univer-
sity, has been approved for funding.



TÜBİTAK Supports Kastamonu University’s Forest Fires Project

The project titled “Emergency Landscape 
Restoration Planning in Areas Damaged 

by Forest Fires: A Remote Sensing Approa-
ch Based on Land Use-Land Cover and Land 
Surface Temperature,” led by Assist.Prof.Dr. 
Merve Kalaycı Kadak, a faculty member at 
the Faculty of Engineering and Architectu-
re, has been awarded support under the TÜ-
BİTAK 1002-B Emergency Support Program.

New Invention Registered by the Turkish Patent Office:
“Circular Prism Cover and Mechanism” 

Kastamonu University will develop
new-generation building materials with its registered patent

The innovative design developed by Dr. 
Erman Zurnacı, a faculty member at Kas-

tamonu University, has been registered by 
the Turkish Patent and Trademark Office 
under the name “Circular Prism Cover and 
Mechanism.” This invention aims to make 
the plug-socket connection of electrical de-
vices more ergonomic, safe, and practical.

The patent titled “Production and Met-
hod of Oriented Strand Board (OSB) with 

Nano Additive-Reinforced Adhesive,” inven-
ted by Prof. Dr. Alperen Kaymakcı, a faculty 
member in the Department of Forest In-
dustry Engineering at Kastamonu University 
Faculty of Forestry, and Kadir Doğan, a do-
ctoral graduate in Forest Industry Enginee-
ring, has been registered by the Turkish Pa-
tent and Trademark Office. 



The “ Introduction Days of Student  Communuties “ organized with the participation of stu-
dent clubs operating under the Department of Health, Culture and Sports at Kastamonu 

University have begun.  During the event, which will take place from October 6-10, 2025, stu-
dents will have the opportunity to learn about the activities of the clubs and become members 
at the booths set up in front of the Central Cafeteria.

The event, which is attracting significant interest from university students, will feature 78 stu-
dent clubs operating in various fields. Communities that carry out a wide range of activities, 
from aviation to entrepreneurship, from theater to photography, from environmental projects 
to social responsibility activities, will introduce their projects, events, and planned activities for 
the new term at the booths they set up.

“Students Community Introduction Days”
Began at Kastamonu University



The “Student Community Introduction Days” event, organized by the Department of Health, 
Culture, and Sports at Kastamonu University, was held in front of our university’s Central 

Cafeteria from October 6th to 10th, 2025.

Our Vice Rector, Prof. Dr. Mehmet Atalan, along with the Acting Secretary General, Assoc. Prof. 
Dr. İbrahim Demirbaş, Student Affairs Department Head Aydın Caymaz, and Health and Cul-
ture Department Branch Manager Ali Acarca visited the event area on October 10, 2025. Du-
ring the visit, our university administration toured the community stands, learned about their 
activities, and had the opportunity to listen to the students’ questions and understand their 
expectations. During this process, students were served chicken and rice.

Student Community Introduction Days at
Kastamonu University Concluded
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